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confuted him. I do not say, but that there may be some attacks which will hurt an author. Though Hume suffered from Beattie, he was the better for other attacks.' (He certainly could not include in that number those of Dr. Adams1, and Mr. Tytler".) BOSWELL. ' Goldsmith is the better for attacks.' JOHNSON. 'Yes, Sir; but he docs not think so yet. When Goldsmith and I published, each of us something, at the same time3, we were given to understand that we might review each other. Goldsmith was for accepting the offer. I said, No; set Reviewers at defiance. It was said to old Bentley, upon the attacks against him, "Why, they'll write you down." "No, Sir," he replied; "depend upon it, no man was ever written down but by himself."'
Hume.    Burns did not hold with Goldsmith, for he took Beattie's
side:—
' Hence sweet harmonious Rcattic sung
His Minstrel lays; Or tore, with noble ardour stung, The Sceptic's bays.'
(The Vision, part ii.) 1 See ante, ii. 505.
*  William Tytler published in 1759 an Examination of tlic Histories of Dr. Robertson and Mr. Hume with respect to Mary Queen of Scots. It was reviewed by Johnson.   Ante, i. 410.
3 Johnson's Rasselas was published in cither March or April, and Goldsmith's Polite Learning in April of 1759. I do not find that they published any other works at the same time. If these are the works meant, we have a proof that the two writers knew each other earlier than was otherwise known.
*  ' A learned prelate accidentally met Bentley in the days of Phaln-ris; and after having complimented him on that noble piece of criticism (the Answer to the Oxford Writers) he bad him not be discouraged at this run upon him, for tho' they hud got the laughers on their side, yet mere wit and raillery could not long hold out against a work of so much merit.   To which the other replied, " Indeed Dr. S. [Sprat], I am in no pain about the matter.   For I hold it as certain, that no man was ever written out of reputation but by himself." '   Warbitrton on Pope, iv. 159, quoted in Person's Tracts, p. 345.    ' Against personal abuse,' says Hawkins (Life, p. 348),' Johnson was ever armed by a reflection that I have heard him utter:—" Alas! reputation would be of little worth, were it in the power of every concealed enemy to deprive
HeSir Joshua had no thought cither of Hume or Voltaire. Beattie's Essay is so much a thing of the past that Dr. J. H. Burton does not, I believe., take the trouble ever to mention it in his Life of
